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Make a Rain Barrel to Save Water

Why Make a Rain Barrel

Besides low-flow toilets, showers and turning off the
tap while brushing one's teeth, there are other, more
innovative, water saving solutions. One of the
simplest is the use of rain barrels. These can help
minimize residential flooding during heavy rains
while providing water for gardening and other tasks.
Typically, 1 mm of rain on 1 square metre of roof area
produces 1 litre of water to use in your containers,
houseplants, garden, or even your lawn. Here’s how
to make your own inexpensive rain barrel in just a
couple of hours.

Stepl: Gather Your Materials
It's probably easier than you think to make a rain
barrel. Here's what we used:
+ 1large plastic garbage can (the largerit is, the
more water you can collect)
+ 1tube of watertight sealant or roll of Teflon tape
or plumbing
+ 2rubberwashers
+ 2 metal washers
+ 1lhoseclamp
+ 1lspigot
« Adrill
+ Landscaping fabric

Step2: Drill a Hole

Start by using your drill to create a hole near the
bottom of your barrel. This is where you'll insert your
spigot. Use a drill bit that's a little smaller than or the
same size as the spigot.

Here's a hint: Don't create a hole that's too low
--you'll want to leave space underneath to fill your
watering can.




Step 3: Insert the Spigot

Place a metal washer onto the threaded end of
spigot, then put a snugly fitting rubber washer over
the threads to help hold the washer in place and
prevent leakage.

Step 4: Seal it up

Next, apply a bead of waterproof sealant over your
rubber washer and insert the spigot into the hole.
Wait for the sealant to dry, and then run a rubber
washer, followed by a metal washer onto the threads
of the spigot inside the barrel. Secure the spigot in
place inside your barrel with the hose clamp. This is
important because it will keep your spigot from
coming loose from your barrel.

Here's a hint: You can also run watertight Teflon tape
to seal the spigot hole

Step 5: Make Entry and Exit Holes

Carefully cut a hole in the lid of your rain barrel. This
hole should sit under your home's downspout so the
water runs right into the barrel. Cut the hole so it's
large enough to accommodate the water flow from
the downspout.

You'll also want to drill a hole or two near the very
top of your rain barrel. This hole will allow water to
overflow.

Here's a hint: You can run a short length of hose or
PVC pipe, from the overflow hole to another rain
barrel to connect them. That way if your rain barrel
fills, the excess water will run into the next one and
you don't lose overflow water.



Step 6: Seal the Top

Cut a piece of landscaping fabric to sit over the top of
your rain barrel and then put the lid over the top of it
to secure it. This will create a barrier that prevents
mosquitoes and other pests from getting in your rain
barrel water.

Step 7: Place Your Rain Barrel

Now that the hard work is done, all you have to do is
get your rain barrel in place. Position it directly
underneath your downspout in a spot that's most
convenient for you to use it. Then just wait for it to
rain so you can enjoy the water --and money
--savings.

Here's a hint: Set your rain barrel up on a platform to
help give more pressure if you connect it to a hose. It
also makes it easier to fill up watering cans.



