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Question: 
 

1. Is it possible to move the line to which limiting distance is measured from an exposed building 
face in order to maximize the construction size of a building on a property without having to 
apply additional construction requirements of the Code to the exposing building face? 
 

2. Is it possible to install unprotected openings in an existing building’s exposing building face 
when that exposing building face is parallel to the property or lot line and has a limiting 
distance of 0m without having to address additional requirements of the Code? 

Interpretation to questions 1 & 2: 
 
Yes (with condition). 
 
As a condition of issuing a building permit or making a variance order, a permitting authority may 
require the owner or owners of each parcel of land affected by the permit or order to enter into a 
Conforming Construction Agreement (CCA).  
 
A conforming construction agreement can address the required separation between buildings by 
having the limiting distance be measured from an exposed building face to a point that is beyond the 
property or lot line of the parcel of land on which it is constructed, and is not on a street, lane or 
public thoroughfare. This essentially creates a “no build zone” on the adjacent property, assuring that 
in the future if a building is constructed on that parcel of land, the required limiting distance between 
buildings is achieved. 
 
To enter into a Conforming Construction Agreement a building must be constructed on one parcel of 
land.    



 

 

 
 
Definitions that apply to Conforming Construction Agreements 
 
“Building Permit” means a permit issued by the authority having jurisdiction authorizing construction 
or alteration of all or part of any building. 
 
“Permitting Authority” means 

(a) in relation to a conforming construction agreement that deals with construction of a building, 
the authority having jurisdiction to issue a building permit in respect of the building 

(b) in relation to a conforming construction agreement that deals with a variance to a zoning by-
law, the municipality or planning district that made the by-law. 
 

Definitions that apply to the Planning Act 
 
“Parcel of Land” means the aggregate of all land described in any manner in a certificate of title. 
 
Definitions that apply to the Building Code 
 
“Exposing building face” means that part of the exterior wall of a building that faces one direction and 
is located between ground level and the ceiling of its top storey or, where a building is divided into 
fire compartments, the exterior wall of a fire compartment that faces one direction. 
 
“Limiting distance” means the distance from an exposing building face to a property line, the center 
line of a street, lane or public thoroughfare, or to an imaginary line between 2 buildings or fire 
compartments on the same property, measured at right angles to the exposing building face. 
 
“Unprotected opening” (as applying to exposing building face) means a doorway, window or opening 
other than one equipped with a closure having the required fire-protection rating, or any part of a 
wall forming part of the exposing building face that has a fire-resistance rating less than that required 
for the exposing building face.  
 
 

        


