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 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 

APRIL 4, 2016 AT 7:00 PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC ADMINISTRATION 

BUILDING, BRANDON, MANITOBA 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Rick Chrest, Councillor Shawn Berry, Councillor Ron W. Brown, Councillor Jan 

Chaboyer, Councillor Barry Cullen, Councillor Kris Desjarlais, Councillor Jeff Fawcett, 

Councillor Jeff Harwood, Councillor John LoRegio, Councillor Lonnie Patterson 

 

ABSENT: Nil 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

 

 

530 

Harwood-LoRegio 

That the Agenda for the Regular Meeting of City Council to be held on Monday, April 4, 2016 

be adopted as presented.  CARRIED. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES: 

 

 

531 

Chaboyer-Patterson 

That the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of City Council held Monday, March 21, 2016 be taken 

as read and so adopted, all statutory requirements having been fulfilled.  CARRIED. 

 

HEARING OF DELEGATIONS: 

 

 Nil 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

  

 (A) VARIANCE APPLICATION – 563–3RD STREET (DORNN CONSTRUCTION 

LTD.) 

 

 City Council sat to hear representation on the appeal of the Planning Commission’s decision to 

approve the variation application of Dornn Construction Ltd. for 563 – 3rd Street. 

 

Ryan Nickel, Principal Planner with the City of Brandon, provided an overview of the variance 

request for 563 – 3rd Street noting that the intent of the application was to decrease the minimum 

required interior side yard setback from 3.0m to 1.2m, and to decrease the Railway Protection 

Overlay Zone for dwelling units from 30.0m to 20.0m, to allow for the development of a four-

unit multiple dwelling. 

 

Mr. Brian Dorn, developer of 563 – 3rd Street, spoke in favor of the variance application stating 

that the proposed development would be similar to other housing developments in the area and 

that a barrier free development required more square footage per unit. 

 

No further written or verbal representation was put forward either in support of or in opposition 

to the application. 
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532 

Harwood-Desjarlais 

That the Public Hearing for Variance Application V-02-16-B at 563 – 3rd Street be concluded. 

CARRIED. 

 

 

533 

Patterson-Harwood 

That Variance Application V-02-16-B to vary Table 11 of Zoning By-law No. 7124 by decreasing 

the minimum required interior side yard setback from 3.0m to 1.2m, and Subsection 51.1(b) of 

Zoning By-law No. 7124 by decreasing the Railway Protection Overlay Zone for dwelling units 

from 30.0m to 20.0m, be approved in the RMD Residential Moderate Density Zone at 563 – 3rd 

Street (Lots 29/30, Block 79, Plan 8 BLTO) in accordance with the intent of the application 

“Attachment A-1”, the attached letter of intent “Attachment A-2” and the attached site plan 

“Attachment B-2”.  CARRIED. 

 

COMMUNITY QUESTION PERIOD: 

 

 8TH STREET BRIDGE 

 

 Joan Lawrence appeared before City Council with respect to the 8th Street Bridge.  Mrs. Lawrence 

stated that the closure of the bridge was discriminatory against the citizens in the North End as it 

meant longer response times by emergency services to the area and increased the cost to the 

elderly that lived in the area to access the rest of the city via taxi cabs. She enquired whether City 

Council had considered alterative options to extend the life of the current structure of the 8th 

Street Bridge. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

 (A) KEYSTONE CENTRE 

VERBAL                                                                                                    APRIL 4, 2016 

 

                                                                                                                                      April 4, 2016 

                                                                                                                           Brandon, Manitoba 

Mayor and Councillors 

City of Brandon  

 

Councillor Patterson provided a verbal report on the Keystone Centre.  She informed City Council 

that the Keystone Centre recently hosted a very successful Johnny Reid concert and would be 

hosting upcoming events for the Manitoba 55 + Games, and the Brandon Wheat Kings 2016 

playoff run.  Councillor Patterson advised that the Keystone Board of Directors continued to 

review their board governance model and alternative revenue sources. She advised that the 

Keystone Centre would be hosting the Arabian Horse Show in 2016 and was currently negotiating 

an agreement for the 2017 event. 

 

 

534 

Berry-LoRegio 

That the report of the Keystone Centre be received.  CARRIED. 
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ENQUIRIES: 

 

(171) UPDATE ON REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED PATIO BLOCKS IN DOWNTOWN 

 

 Councillor Cullen referred to a previous enquiry with respect to the replacement of the damaged 

inlaid tiles with the wheat sheaf design located in the downtown sidewalks and requested an 

update on same. 

  

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that staff had identified 

that 42 of the 478 stamped tiles needed to be replaced.  He advised that the stamp located at the 

Parks Complex was not suitable therefore, new tiles would need to be ordered with same to be 

installed in the Summer 2016 Construction Season. 

 

(172) REPAIR OF WALKING PATH ALONG VICTORIA AVENUE FROM 34TH STREET TO E. 

FOTHERINGHAM DRIVE 

 

 Councillor Cullen advised that the walking path along Victoria Avenue from 34th Street to E. 

Fotheringham Drive had been torn up due to upgrades being done by Manitoba Hydro and 

enquired when same could be expected to be repaired. 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that Manitoba Hydro was 

mid-way through a two-year project to upgrade and modernize the electrical distribution system 

in the West End of the City of Brandon.  He advised that this project included the installation of 

nine manholes and approximately 1.6 kilometers of underground duct line and cable parallel to 

Victoria Avenue. The City Manager noted that the work in this area began last fall and was 

expected to resume mid-April.  He confirmed that the work would take approximately six weeks 

to complete, following which the area would be re-landscaped and the bicycle paths replaced.  

The City Manager stated that Manitoba Hydro had posted signs in the area advising of the project 

and a further news release was to be sent out in the near future with further details. 

 

(173) USE OF BRANDON SCHOOL DIVISION PUBLIC FIELDS BY BRANDON YOUTH 

SOCCER 

 

 Councillor Desjarlais noted that the Brandon Youth Soccer Association had been required to sign 

a contract for the use of the Brandon School Division soccer fields and enquired if such was the 

case for all organizations.  He further enquired if contracts were also required for pick-up games. 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager confirmed that, as per the Joint Use 

Agreement between the City of Brandon and the Brandon School Division, the fields were booked 

through the Community Services Division with proof of insurance required at the time of signing 

the contracts.  He added that groups were welcome to use the fields for pick-up games, however 

valid permit holders would have priority and the groups could be asked to leave should the fields 

be needed for them. 

 

(174) UPDATE ON SPRING STREET SWEEPING 

 

 Councillor Desjarlais requested an update on the Spring street sweeping schedule. 
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At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that training of new staff 

as well as testing of equipment had been conducted with street sweeping to be carried out 

overnight in the downtown area as soon as the night time temperatures remained above freezing.  

He noted that more sand had been used over the past winter due to the icy conditions whereby 

street sweeping may take longer than in previous years. 

 

(175) UPDATE ON CITY OF BRANDON TREE PLANTING PROGRAM 

 

 Councillor Desjarlais requested an update on the City of Brandon tree planting program, 

specifically in regards to the replacement of the trees removed in the core area.  He further 

enquired as to what types of trees were to be planted in that area. 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that the removal of tree 

stumps in all areas of the city was expected to be completed by mid-May with the replanting of 

trees to be completed by the end of June.  The City Manager advised that trees were typically 

replaced with the trees of a similar species which were best suited for the growing conditions in 

that specific area of the City of Brandon. 

 

(176) SAFETY OF PEDESTRIANS AT THE DOWNTOWN BUS TERMINAL 

 

 Councillor Desjarlais reported that a concerned citizen had contacted him with respect to the 

safety of pedestrians in the vicinity of the downtown bus mall following the closure of the 

sidewalk in that area.  He advised that the citizen indicated that there were blind spots where the 

bus drivers were unable to see pedestrians and enquired if this matter could be investigated. 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that the Province of 

Manitoba Workplace Safety and Health had ordered that signs be placed at the downtown bus 

terminal instructing the public to use the center median rather than the side areas to walk on to 

ensure that they were safely away from the buses as they maneuvered through the area.  He noted 

that terminal had been designed much the same way as a parking lot in that the public were free 

to walk wherever they chose however, the transit drivers were highly vigilant in watching for 

pedestrians.  The City Manager encouraged Councillor Desjarlais to provide further details in 

regards to the potential blind spots so this issue could be investigated further. 

 

(177) TRAFFIC BY-LAW ENFORCEMENT ON STATUTORY HOLIDAYS 

 

 Councillor Desjarlais advised that he had received a complaint from a resident who had received 

a parking ticket at the Brandon Regional Health Centre on Good Friday, March 25, 2016.  He 

enquired if City of Brandon By-law Enforcement Officers were on duty on Statutory Holidays to 

issue parking tickets. 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that, with the exception of 

the meters in the 500 Block of Dennis Street which were monitored from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

by Brandon Police Service By-law Enforcement Officers, meters around the hospital were 

monitored 24 hours a day, 365 days a year with tickets issued by the Security Staff at the hospital.  

He noted that signs on the meters clearly stated that parking restrictions were enforced 24/7 in 

this area.  He confirmed that Brandon Police Service By-law Personnel were on duty on March 

25, 2016 to assist regular patrol members however, staff normally involved in parking 

enforcement were not working that day. 
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(178) UPDATE ON SIDEWALK INSTALLATION ON VAN HORNE AVENUE 

 

 Councillor LoRegio referred to a previous enquiry regarding the installation of a sidewalk along 

Van Horne Avenue from 22nd to 26th Streets and requested an update on the status of same. 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that a detailed survey had 

been completed along the Van Horne Avenue right-of-way from 19th Street to 26th Streets 

whereby significant constraints for the installation of a sidewalk in this area were identified.  He 

advised that the costs to meet the City of Brandon Standard Construction Specifications for 

sidewalks, roads and storm sewer installation in this area exceeded the 2016 budget and agreed 

to add this project to the list for consideration in the 2017 construction season. 

 

(179) SPEED OF TRAFFIC AT 25TH STREET AND VAN HORNE AVENUE 

 

 Councillor LoRegio advised that the speed and volume of traffic continued to be an issue in the 

vicinity of 25th Street and Van Horne Avenue and enquired if a traffic count and speed study 

could be conducted in this area. 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that an extensive review 

of speed and traffic in this area had been conducted by the Brandon Police Service in 2013. He 

advised that the results of the review indicated that the traffic volume was not high and less than 

one per cent of the vehicles were considered to be speeding.  The City Manager noted that a 2015 

speed study conducted by the City of Brandon Traffic Engineer had also indicated speeding at or 

near this intersection was not an issue.  He stated that the areas of McTavish, Van Horne and 

College Avenues were known to be problematic in the past and the Brandon Police Service 

continued to monitor the area closely, particularly the area closest to the J.R. Reid School. 

 

(180) UPDATE ON OPTIONS FOR RECREATION CENTRE GOLF COURSE 

 

 Councillor LoRegio requested an update on the options for the improvements to the Recreation 

Centre Golf Course, inclusive of the financial impacts of same. 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the General Manager of Operational Services responded 

that a Request for Proposals (RFP) would be issued in the near future.  He advised that as soon as 

the RFP closed the proposals would be reviewed, following which a recommendation, inclusive 

of a business plan outlining the potential financial impact, would be provided to City Council.  

He agreed to keep City Council updated on this issue as it progressed. 

 

(181) BRANDON TRANSIT RIDERSHIP NUMBERS FOR GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER 

SUNDAY 

 

 Councillor Berry requested an update on the Brandon Transit ridership numbers for Good Friday 

(March 25) and Easter Sunday (March 27). 

 

At the request of His Worship the Mayor, the City Manager responded that the total ridership for 

Good Friday was 602 with an average of 10 passengers per hour on the 5 routes, and the total 

ridership for Easter Sunday being 561 with an average of 9 passengers per hour on the same 

routes. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

  

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT MANITOBA 

 

Councillor Brown announced that he had been pleased to participate in Junior Achievement 

Manitoba, an interactive program designed to have school children discuss important issues with 

their parents and report back to the class.  He advised that Grades 3 & 4 students from St. 

Augustine and Kirkcaldy Heights Schools had interviewed their parents regarding their jobs and 

reported back to the classroom.  Councillor Brown noted that the classes had also discussed the 

money circle and how money comes in and goes out but eventually ends up with the original 

person who started the circle. 

 

ALL CANDIDATES DEBATE - TOWN CENTRE 

 

 Councillor Desjarlais announced that the Brandon Neighborhood Renewal Corporation in 

partnership with Housing First and Brandon Youth For Christ was hosting an All Candidates 

Debate at the Town Centre on Tuesday, April 5, 2016 starting at 2:00 p.m. moderated by Mr. 

Marty Snelling.  He encouraged everyone to come out and listen to the candidates speak on the 

important issues being discussed in regards to the April 19, 2016 Provincial Election. 

 

 CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS  FOR 2017-2018 ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION YOUTH 

TRACK AND FIELD CHAMPIONSHIPS-  

 

 Councillor Berry announced that the Royal Canadian Legion was in need of volunteers to assist 

with the 2017 and 2018 Youth Track and Field Championships to be held in Brandon.  He advised 

that the weeklong competition involved upwards of 1000 athletes aged 14-17 where some of 

Canada's most promising and dedicated young talent would compete in the City of Brandon.  He 

advised that further information could be provided by contacting Barb Andrew at (204) 727-3054 

or via email at bjandrew@wcgwave.ca. 

 

 NET-SET COMMUNICATIONS "DINNER FOR BREAKFAST" ROAST OF MAYOR RICK 

CHREST 

 

 Councillor Berry announced that the Net-Set Communications "Dinner for Breakfast" Roast of 

His Worship Mayor Rick Chrest would take place on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at the Victoria Inn 

with proceeds from the event to be donated to the Canadian Diabetes Association.  He encouraged 

everyone to call (204) 728-2382 or email john.loregio@diabetes.ca for ticket information. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 

 (A) 2016 FINANCIAL PLAN OF THE CITY OF BRANDON 

 

 City Council considered a report from the Director of Finance dated March 18, 2016 with respect 

to the above. 

 

  

mailto:bjandrew@wcgwave.ca
mailto:john.loregio@diabetes.ca
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535 

Berry-Fawcett 

That the 2016 Financial Plan of The City of Brandon dated March 7, 2016, as set out in the form 

approved by the Minister of Local Government be amended by replacing pages 1, 8 and 9 

contained in the copy of said plan attached to the report of the Director of Finance dated March 

18, 2016 and said plan be so adopted; 

 

and further, that the operating and capital estimates outlined in said plan be incorporated in and 

form part of the 2016 Tax Levy By-law.  CARRIED. 

 

 (B) REFUND TO HERITAGE CO-OP 1997 LTD. – CONTRIBUTION TO TREE 

PLANTING 

 

 Submitted for consideration was a report from the Property Section of Development Services 

dated March 18, 2016 with respect to the above. 

 

 

536 

Harwood-Chaboyer 

That a payment be issued to Heritage Co-op 1997 Ltd., in the amount of $4,800.00, as a refund 

of their contribution to twelve (12) trees within the City’s right-of-way for the development at 

1340 Richmond Avenue East, and that such funds be transferred from the Parks Reserve to the 

Engineering operating account.  CARRIED. 

 

 (C) 8TH STREET BRIDGE 

 

 City Council considered a report from Development Services dated March 30, 2016 with respect 

to the above. 

 

 

537 

Desjarlais-Fawcett 

That the 8th Street Bridge be scheduled for demolition; 

 

and further, that the Administration be requested to engage CP Rail, the Province of Manitoba, 

and the Government of Canada as potential funding partners to explore options for an active 

transportation / pedestrian connection in the vicinity of 8th Street to serve as a continued north-

south corridor for the City of Brandon.  CARRIED. 

 

BY-LAWS: 

 

NO. 7135 TO REZONE 231 ROSSER AVENUE EAST FROM MR INDUSTRIAL RESTRICTED ZONE 

TO RLD RESIDENTIAL LOW DENSITY MULTIPLE FAMILY ZONE 

 

 Considered was a report from the Planning and Building Safety Department dated March 8, 2016 

with respect to the above rezoning by-law and related subdivision application. 

 

 

538 

Fawcett-Patterson 

That By-law No. 7135 to rezone property located at 231 Rosser Avenue East (Wly 19.5 ft of Lot 

2 and Ely 12.5 ft of Lot 3, Block 37, Plan 4 BLTO) from the IR Industrial Restricted Zone to the 

RLD Residential Low Density Zone be read a second time.  CARRIED. 

 

 

539 

Fawcett-Patterson 

That the by-law be read a third and final time.  CARRIED. 
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In accordance with Section 137 of The Municipal Act, a recorded vote was taken on the motion 

to give By-law No. 7135 third reading. 

 

 FOR AGAINST 

 Mayor Rick Chrest 

Councillor Shawn Berry 

Councillor Ron W. Brown 

Councillor Jan Chaboyer 

Councillor Barry Cullen 

Councillor Kris Desjarlais 

Councillor Jeff Fawcett 

Councillor Jeff Harwood 

Councillor John LoRegio 

Councillor Lonnie Patterson 

 

Nil 

 

540 

Fawcett-Patterson 

That the application to subdivide 231 Rosser Avenue East (Wly 19.5 ft of Lot 2 and Ely 12.5 ft 

of Lot 3, Block 37, Plan 4 BLTO) be approved subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. the owner or successor 

a. obtaining a minor variance to reduce the minimum width of the two new parcels 

from 7.6m to 7.2m;  

b. submitting $234.82 to the City of Brandon Planning & Building Safety 

Department as a cash-in lieu contribution for public reserve purposes; and 

c. submitting written confirmation to the City of Brandon that the Brandon School 

Division has received a cash-in lieu contribution for school purposes. CARRIED. 

  

NO. 7140 2016 TAX LEVY BY-LAW 

 

 Submitted for consideration was a report from the Director of Finance dated March 18, 2016 with 

respect to the above. 

 

 

541 

Berry-Patterson 

That By-law No. 7140 to impose and levy property taxes for the fiscal year 2016 be read a first 

time.  CARRIED. 

 

NO. 7143 TO AMEND ACCOMMODATION TAX BY-LAW NO. 7014 – APPLICATION APPROVAL 

PROCESS AND ANNUAL REVIEW 

 

 Submitted for consideration was a report from the City Clerk dated March 17, 2016 with respect 

to the above. 

 

 

542 

Patterson-Chaboyer 

That By-law No. 7143, to amend Accommodation Tax By-law No. 7014 with respect to the 

funding application approval process and annual review of the by-law be read a first time. 

CARRIED. 
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NO. 7144 TO CREATE THE HIGHWAY SIGNAGE RESERVE FUND 

 

 Considered was a report from the Director of Economic Development dated March 21, 2016 in 

respect to the above. 

 

 

543 

Desjarlais-Chrest 

That By-law No. 7144, to establish the Highway Signage Reserve Fund for the acquisition and 

replacement of “Welcome to Brandon” highway signage, be read a first time. CARRIED. 

 

GIVING OF NOTICE: 

 

 Nil 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

 

 

Berry-Chaboyer 

That the meeting do now adjourn. (9:37 p.m.). CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 MAYOR  CITY CLERK 

 


